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Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 246 16.8 5.5 25 67.1 10.6
2 167 15.9 6.2 25 63.5 7.2
3 734 15.3 5.3 25 61.1 31.5
4 363 14.5 4.8 25 58 15.6
5 1859 16.8 4.4 25 67.4 79.8
6 1259 15.2 4.6 25 60.7 54
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Q.1 (a) Explain the relationship of the European Court of Justice with UK 
Courts. [14] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• Examples of cases decided by the ECJ that have had a particular impact 


on the UK. 
• The fact that the ECJ provides more authoritative rulings, for example the 


position in respect of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988 
• Credit shall be given for relevant and accurate citation 


 
Marks AO3 


1 Presents effective communication using appropriate legal terminology. 
Nonetheless, there may be several errors in grammar, punctuation and 
spelling, although not enough to detract from communication of meaning. 


0 Fails to communicate and present logical argument, including inadequate use 
of legal terminology. There are significant errors of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling which detract from communication of meaning. 


 


Marks AO1 
 Knowledge and Understanding 


11-13 Candidates display a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and a good perception of the concepts and 
principles underlying that subject content. They display a sound 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of current 
debate and criticism including the major proposals for reform. 


7-10 Candidates display an adequate knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and have a perception of some of the 
concepts and principles underlying that subject content. They display a 
general understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of 
aspects of current debate and criticism. 


3-6 Candidates display a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question with limited insight into some of the concepts 
and principles underlying that subject content. They display a limited 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware in general 
terms of some of the current criticisms. 


0-2 Candidates display a basic knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and/or identify some of the relevant 
principles. They demonstrate occasional basic insights into some of the 
concepts and principles underlying the subject content. They display a basic 
understanding of the practical application of the law. 
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(b) Analyse the role played by the European Commission in deciding EU 
Law. [11] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• 28 commissioners were supposed to act independently of their national 


origin 
• Each commissioner heads a department with special responsibility for one 


area of EU policy such as economic affairs, agriculture or environment 
• Assumptions relate to promoting union policy 
• The Commission is a guardian of the Treaties and can initiate action 


through the ECJ 
• Credit will be given for relevant citation 


 
Marks AO3 


2 Presents a wholly logical and coherent argument and provides clear 
application using appropriate legal terminology. This does not mean that 
there are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but these will only 
be occasional. 


1 Presents a mostly logical and coherent argument and provides a reasonably 
adequate application using appropriate legal terminology. Whilst there may 
be errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling, these are not enough to 
detract from communication of meaning. 


 
Marks AO2 


 Skills 


8-9 Candidates demonstrate a sound evaluation of how the law operates, or an 
accurate and well-substantiated application of the law to a given factual 
situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, by 
appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question. They support their conclusions by citation, analysis and analogy. 


6-7 Candidates demonstrate an adequate evaluation of how the law operates, or 
a generally accurate and substantiated application of the law to a given 
factual situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, 
by appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question and support their conclusions by citation. 


4-5 Candidates demonstrate a limited evaluation of some of the points of how the 
law operates, or apply the law to a given factual situation in a partly accurate 
and occasionally unsubstantiated way.  This is achieved through a limited 
selection of legal authorities and limited ability to apply the law to a given 
question. 


0-3 Candidates demonstrate a basic evaluation of one of the simpler points of 
how the law operates or apply the law to a given factual situation in a 
generally inaccurate and unsubstantiated way.  There will be little or no 
reference to legal authorities and points will not be developed. There will be 
very limited evidence of structure in the candidate's response. 
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		Q.1 (a) Explain the relationship of the European Court of Justice with UK Courts. [14]

		(b) Analyse the role played by the European Commission in deciding EU Law. [11]
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		(b) Discuss the sources of funding available to access justice in England and Wales. [11]

		Q.3 (a) Explain the relationship between law and morality. [14]

		(b) Discuss the impact on the Human Rights Act 1998 on the English and Welsh legal system. [11]

		Q.4 (a) Explain the structure, powers and appellate functions of all courts in England and Wales. [14]

		(b) Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Alternative Dispute Resolution. [11]

		Q.5 (a) Explain the role of the jury in England and Wales. [14]

		(b) Discuss the extent to which the jury is a genuine representation of a cross section of society in England and Wales. [11]

		Q.6 (a) Explain the characteristics of the Common Law. [14]

		(b) Discuss the development of the Common Law. [11]
















Sticky Note

A good adequate answer to the question, however lacks legal authority, e.g. cases, Articles, and a discussion of deciding preliminary issues and supervisory role.  

A03-1
A01-9











Sticky Note

Real attempt to focus on the question, i.e. role of the Commission, lacking in development in parts.
There is a danger, with a question such as this, that candidates could simply write all they know about all the main EU institutions.

AO3-1
AO2-7  












1.	 (a)	 Explain the relationship of the European Court of Justice with UK Courts.	 [14]


	 (b)	 Analyse the role played by the European Commission in deciding EU Law.	 [11]
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Q.3 (a) Explain the relationship between law and morality. [14] 
 


Credit reference to: 
• Relevant cases, for example Debbie Purdy 
• Sharia law and wills, for example the role of the Law Society and the 


approach of judges in recognising this private law 
• Hart v Devlin debate 
• The limits of law 
• Credit will be given for relevant discussion of policy and also legal 


philosophical authors 
 


Marks AO3 


1 Presents effective communication using appropriate legal terminology. 
Nonetheless, there may be several errors in grammar, punctuation and 
spelling, although not enough to detract from communication of meaning. 


0 Fails to communicate and present logical argument, including inadequate use 
of legal terminology. There are significant errors of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling which detract from communication of meaning. 


 


Marks AO1 
 Knowledge and Understanding 


11-13 Candidates display a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and a good perception of the concepts and 
principles underlying that subject content. They display a sound 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of current 
debate and criticism including the major proposals for reform. 


7-10 Candidates display an adequate knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and have a perception of some of the 
concepts and principles underlying that subject content. They display a 
general understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of 
aspects of current debate and criticism. 


3-6 Candidates display a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question with limited insight into some of the concepts 
and principles underlying that subject content. They display a limited 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware in general 
terms of some of the current criticisms. 


0-2 Candidates display a basic knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and/or identify some of the relevant 
principles. They demonstrate occasional basic insights into some of the 
concepts and principles underlying the subject content. They display a basic 
understanding of the practical application of the law. 
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(b) Discuss the impact on the Human Rights Act 1998 on the English and 
Welsh legal system. [11] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• Incorporation of ECHR 
• HRA 1998 Sections 2,3,4,6,10,19,7 
• Relevant citation 


 
Marks AO3 


2 Presents a wholly logical and coherent argument and provides clear 
application using appropriate legal terminology. This does not mean that 
there are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but these will only 
be occasional. 


1 Presents a mostly logical and coherent argument and provides a reasonably 
adequate application using appropriate legal terminology. Whilst there may 
be errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling, these are not enough to 
detract from communication of meaning. 


 
Marks AO2 


 Skills 


8-9 Candidates demonstrate a sound evaluation of how the law operates, or an 
accurate and well-substantiated application of the law to a given factual 
situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, by 
appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question. They support their conclusions by citation, analysis and analogy. 


6-7 Candidates demonstrate an adequate evaluation of how the law operates, or 
a generally accurate and substantiated application of the law to a given 
factual situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, 
by appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question and support their conclusions by citation. 


4-5 Candidates demonstrate a limited evaluation of some of the points of how the 
law operates, or apply the law to a given factual situation in a partly accurate 
and occasionally unsubstantiated way.  This is achieved through a limited 
selection of legal authorities and limited ability to apply the law to a given 
question. 


0-3 Candidates demonstrate a basic evaluation of one of the simpler points of 
how the law operates or apply the law to a given factual situation in a 
generally inaccurate and unsubstantiated way.  There will be little or no 
reference to legal authorities and points will not be developed. There will be 
very limited evidence of structure in the candidate's response. 
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		Q.1 (a) Explain the relationship of the European Court of Justice with UK Courts. [14]

		(b) Analyse the role played by the European Commission in deciding EU Law. [11]

		Q.2 (a) Explain why there are unmet legal needs. [14]

		(b) Discuss the sources of funding available to access justice in England and Wales. [11]

		Q.3 (a) Explain the relationship between law and morality. [14]

		(b) Discuss the impact on the Human Rights Act 1998 on the English and Welsh legal system. [11]

		Q.4 (a) Explain the structure, powers and appellate functions of all courts in England and Wales. [14]

		(b) Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Alternative Dispute Resolution. [11]

		Q.5 (a) Explain the role of the jury in England and Wales. [14]

		(b) Discuss the extent to which the jury is a genuine representation of a cross section of society in England and Wales. [11]

		Q.6 (a) Explain the characteristics of the Common Law. [14]

		(b) Discuss the development of the Common Law. [11]
















Sticky Note

This is a vague answer in parts, that lacks legal authority. More detailed discussion of Hart v Devlin with case law to support e.g. Brown; Shaw; Knuller.
A discussion of other theorists such as Fuller, Natural law, would have further enhanced the answer.
There was an attempt at case citation, which would be credited, but would have been enhanced by including the case e.g. Bland.
Answer lacks focus on the current issues e.g. same sex marriage, developments in embryo research, assisted suicide.

A03-1
A01-9  







Sticky Note

The answer only focuses on one Article of the ECHR, therefore limited marks.
An answer to a question such as this would expect to include a good discussion of how the HRA has impacted upon the law, through a discussion of sections 2,3,4,6,7,10 and 19 of the HRA with cases to support.
Whilst a brief background prior to the HRA is necessary to show how the HRA has changed the position on human rights, the main focus should be on the key sections of the HRA.

A03-0
AO2-3 












3. (a) Explain the relationship between law and morality. [14]


(b) Discuss the impact of the Human Rights Act 1998 on the English and Welsh legal
system. [11]
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Q.4 (a) Explain the structure, powers and appellate functions of all courts in 
England and Wales. [14] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• Criminal courts and the hierarchy, including rights of appeal 
• The civil courts, hierarchy and rights of appeal 
• Operation of the criminal and civil courts 


 
Marks AO3 


1 Presents effective communication using appropriate legal terminology. 
Nonetheless, there may be several errors in grammar, punctuation and 
spelling, although not enough to detract from communication of meaning. 


0 Fails to communicate and present logical argument, including inadequate use 
of legal terminology. There are significant errors of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling which detract from communication of meaning. 


 


Marks AO1 
 Knowledge and Understanding 


11-13 Candidates display a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and a good perception of the concepts and 
principles underlying that subject content. They display a sound 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of current 
debate and criticism including the major proposals for reform. 


7-10 Candidates display an adequate knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and have a perception of some of the 
concepts and principles underlying that subject content. They display a 
general understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of 
aspects of current debate and criticism. 


3-6 Candidates display a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question with limited insight into some of the concepts 
and principles underlying that subject content. They display a limited 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware in general 
terms of some of the current criticisms. 


0-2 Candidates display a basic knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and/or identify some of the relevant 
principles. They demonstrate occasional basic insights into some of the 
concepts and principles underlying the subject content. They display a basic 
understanding of the practical application of the law. 


 







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


 


(b) Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution. [11] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• ADR offers an opportunity to avoid litigation with all the disadvantages 


that this can bring 
• Formality versus informality 
• Timeliness 
• Cost 
• Expertise of the arbitrator 
• Limited period 
• Disadvantages include privacy, the law of precedent, increasingly costly 
• The human rights dimension which promotes a right of access to the 


courts and not just a fair trial 
• The view of Hazel Genn 
• Candidates will be rewarded for appropriate citation 


 
Marks AO3 


2 Presents a wholly logical and coherent argument and provides clear 
application using appropriate legal terminology. This does not mean that 
there are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but these will only 
be occasional. 


1 Presents a mostly logical and coherent argument and provides a reasonably 
adequate application using appropriate legal terminology. Whilst there may 
be errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling, these are not enough to 
detract from communication of meaning. 


 
Marks AO2 


 Skills 


8-9 Candidates demonstrate a sound evaluation of how the law operates, or an 
accurate and well-substantiated application of the law to a given factual 
situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, by 
appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question. They support their conclusions by citation, analysis and analogy. 


6-7 Candidates demonstrate an adequate evaluation of how the law operates, or 
a generally accurate and substantiated application of the law to a given 
factual situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, 
by appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question and support their conclusions by citation. 


4-5 Candidates demonstrate a limited evaluation of some of the points of how the 
law operates, or apply the law to a given factual situation in a partly accurate 
and occasionally unsubstantiated way.  This is achieved through a limited 
selection of legal authorities and limited ability to apply the law to a given 
question. 


0-3 Candidates demonstrate a basic evaluation of one of the simpler points of 
how the law operates or apply the law to a given factual situation in a 
generally inaccurate and unsubstantiated way.  There will be little or no 
reference to legal authorities and points will not be developed. There will be 
very limited evidence of structure in the candidate's response. 
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		Q.1 (a) Explain the relationship of the European Court of Justice with UK Courts. [14]

		(b) Analyse the role played by the European Commission in deciding EU Law. [11]

		Q.2 (a) Explain why there are unmet legal needs. [14]
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		(b) Discuss the impact on the Human Rights Act 1998 on the English and Welsh legal system. [11]
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		Q.5 (a) Explain the role of the jury in England and Wales. [14]

		(b) Discuss the extent to which the jury is a genuine representation of a cross section of society in England and Wales. [11]

		Q.6 (a) Explain the characteristics of the Common Law. [14]

		(b) Discuss the development of the Common Law. [11]












Sticky Note

Lacks focus in the first paragraph.











Sticky Note

Adequate attempt to explain all courts, however a better structure would have been to explain the structure, powers and appellate functions of the criminal courts and then focus on the civil courts. Candidates needed to focus on all of the parts of the question to gain top marks.  



Sticky Note

A03-1
AO1-7







Sticky Note

Correctly identifies the different types of ADR, however Arbitration is lacking in legal authority.
Also mediation, give examples where this occurs, e.g. family, and Conciliation - e.g. ACAS.
A discussion of the Tracks is not needed.

A03-1
A02-6












4. (a) Explain the structure, powers and appellate functions of all courts in England and
[14]Wales.


(b) Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Alternative Dispute Resolution. [11]
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Q.5 (a) Explain the role of the jury in England and Wales. [14] 
 


Credit reference to: 
• The jury is seen as the bastion of liberty 
• The attitude of jury’s has been known to mitigate the harshness of the 


criminal law 
• Examples of jury verdicts which are extraordinary, for example, that of 


Clive Ponting in the UK 
• Role in criminal cases, civil case and Coroner's Court 


 
Marks AO3 


1 Presents effective communication using appropriate legal terminology. 
Nonetheless, there may be several errors in grammar, punctuation and 
spelling, although not enough to detract from communication of meaning. 


0 Fails to communicate and present logical argument, including inadequate use 
of legal terminology. There are significant errors of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling which detract from communication of meaning. 


 


Marks AO1 
 Knowledge and Understanding 


11-13 Candidates display a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and a good perception of the concepts and 
principles underlying that subject content. They display a sound 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of current 
debate and criticism including the major proposals for reform. 


7-10 Candidates display an adequate knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and have a perception of some of the 
concepts and principles underlying that subject content.  They display a 
general understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of 
aspects of current debate and criticism. 


3-6 Candidates display a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question with limited insight into some of the concepts 
and principles underlying that subject content. They display a limited 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware in general 
terms of some of the current criticisms. 


0-2 Candidates display a basic knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and/or identify some of the relevant 
principles. They demonstrate occasional basic insights into some of the 
concepts and principles underlying the subject content. They display a basic 
understanding of the practical application of the law. 
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(b) Discuss the extent to which the jury is a genuine representation of a 
cross section of society in England and Wales. [11] 


 
Credit reference to: 
• Criminal Justice Act 2003 
• Candidates are summoned at random though much depends upon where 


they live as the electoral role is used as part of this process 
• Eligibility – discussion and candidates will be rewarded for accurate and 


appropriate citation 
• Jury Vetting 
• Challenging 
• Relevant citation e.g. R V Ford; R V Khan R V Abdroitov 


 
Marks AO3 


2 Presents a wholly logical and coherent argument and provides clear 
application using appropriate legal terminology. This does not mean that 
there are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but these will only 
be occasional. 


1 Presents a mostly logical and coherent argument and provides a reasonably 
adequate application using appropriate legal terminology. Whilst there may 
be errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling, these are not enough to 
detract from communication of meaning. 


 
Marks AO2 


 Skills 


8-9 Candidates demonstrate a sound evaluation of how the law operates, or an 
accurate and well-substantiated application of the law to a given factual 
situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, by 
appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question. They support their conclusions by citation, analysis and analogy. 


6-7 Candidates demonstrate an adequate evaluation of how the law operates, or 
a generally accurate and substantiated application of the law to a given 
factual situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, 
by appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question and support their conclusions by citation. 


4-5 Candidates demonstrate a limited evaluation of some of the points of how the 
law operates, or apply the law to a given factual situation in a partly accurate 
and occasionally unsubstantiated way.  This is achieved through a limited 
selection of legal authorities and limited ability to apply the law to a given 
question. 


0-3 Candidates demonstrate a basic evaluation of one of the simpler points of 
how the law operates or apply the law to a given factual situation in a 
generally inaccurate and unsubstantiated way.  There will be little or no 
reference to legal authorities and points will not be developed. There will be 
very limited evidence of structure in the candidate's response. 
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Sticky Note

Incorrect date cited for the Juries Act 1974, however no negative marking is employed.







Sticky Note

Focus on criminal jury, with some cases to support.
The answer would have been enhanced further with a discussion of the types of cases juries are involved in e.g. either way and indictable, and the number of cases e.g. 1% 
Also an explanation of majority verdicts, and their role in civil and coroners court.
Candidates must always try and support the points they make with relevant legal authority, where appropriate.
 
A03-1
AO1-9 







Sticky Note

Note new age limit of 75 - Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015.



Sticky Note

Incorrect date.



Sticky Note

CJA 2003.



Sticky Note

Good points made about police officers serving as jurors, real attempt here at evaluation for A02, however more marks would have been gained if this was supported with case law e.g. Abdroikof, Khan.







Sticky Note

Lacks legal authority, chatty in places, this would be enhanced with a discussion of vetting, challenging, CJA 2003 - R vTwomey; R v Ford, how all of these factors can affect whether a jury is a genuine cross section of society. 



Sticky Note

A01-1
A02-7












Sticky Note

As the question is focused on the role of the jury it would be advisable to begin with a brief outline of the historical role, including cases such as Bushells, Ponting and Wang.







Sticky Note

The main issue with this answer is that it lacks focus on the actual question. The candidate has spent a lot of time on jury selection which is more relevant to part b.



Sticky Note

The answer briefly focuses on the criminal role however all 3 roles should be explained, criminal, civil and coroners with cases and examples to support. 
Good practice also when looking at the role to discuss changes to the role e.g. the CJA 2003 gives the power to judges to 'go it alone' if jury tampering is feared - e.g R v Twomey.
 
A03-1
A01-7







Sticky Note

Lacking in legal authority e.g. Juries Act 1974; CJA 2003 and eligibility rules; Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015 - note new age limit of 75.
Confusion regarding the eligibility of the police to serve as jurors.
Lacks evaluation for A02 - the candidate should have evaluated whether juries represent
society through a discussion of the selection rules and cases such as R v Abdroikof, R v Khan.
Impact of jury vetting and cases such as R v Ford would also add to an evaluation of jury representation, as would a discussion of jury reforms that could enhance representation.

A03-0
A02-4












5. (a) Explain the role of the jury in England and Wales. [14]


(b) Discuss the extent to which the jury is a genuine representation of a cross section of
society in England and Wales. [11]
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Q.6 (a) Explain the characteristics of the Common Law. [14] 
 


Credit reference to: 
• The distinction between the common law and equity and its relationship 


today 
• Development of the common law and equity 
• Judge made law – stare decisis 


 
Marks AO3 


1 Presents effective communication using appropriate legal terminology. 
Nonetheless, there may be several errors in grammar, punctuation and 
spelling, although not enough to detract from communication of meaning. 


0 Fails to communicate and present logical argument, including inadequate use 
of legal terminology. There are significant errors of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling which detract from communication of meaning. 


 


Marks AO1 
 Knowledge and Understanding 


11-13 Candidates display a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and a good perception of the concepts and 
principles underlying that subject content. They display a sound 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of current 
debate and criticism including the major proposals for reform. 


7-10 Candidates display an adequate knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and have a perception of some of the 
concepts and principles underlying that subject content. They display a 
general understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware of 
aspects of current debate and criticism. 


3-6 Candidates display a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question with limited insight into some of the concepts 
and principles underlying that subject content. They display a limited 
understanding of the practical application of the law and are aware in general 
terms of some of the current criticisms. 


0-2 Candidates display a basic knowledge and understanding of the subject 
content relevant to the question and/or identify some of the relevant 
principles. They demonstrate occasional basic insights into some of the 
concepts and principles underlying the subject content. They display a basic 
understanding of the practical application of the law. 


 







(b) Discuss the development of the Common Law. [11] 
 


Credit reference to: 
• The significance of the Norman Conquest 
• Forms of action 
• Position of the King 
• Inflexibility 
• Credit shall be given for relevant citation particularly of historic material 
• Development of equity to counter the problems within the common law 


 
Marks AO3 


2 Presents a wholly logical and coherent argument and provides clear 
application using appropriate legal terminology. This does not mean that 
there are no errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but these will only 
be occasional. 


1 Presents a mostly logical and coherent argument and provides a reasonably 
adequate application using appropriate legal terminology. Whilst there may 
be errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling, these are not enough to 
detract from communication of meaning. 


 
Marks AO2 


 Skills 


8-9 Candidates demonstrate a sound evaluation of how the law operates, or an 
accurate and well-substantiated application of the law to a given factual 
situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, by 
appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question. They support their conclusions by citation, analysis and analogy. 


6-7 Candidates demonstrate an adequate evaluation of how the law operates, or 
a generally accurate and substantiated application of the law to a given 
factual situation. This is achieved through their selection of legal authorities, 
by appropriate methodologies and by their ability to apply the law to a given 
question and support their conclusions by citation. 


4-5 Candidates demonstrate a limited evaluation of some of the points of how the 
law operates, or apply the law to a given factual situation in a partly accurate 
and occasionally unsubstantiated way.  This is achieved through a limited 
selection of legal authorities and limited ability to apply the law to a given 
question. 


0-3 Candidates demonstrate a basic evaluation of one of the simpler points of 
how the law operates or apply the law to a given factual situation in a 
generally inaccurate and unsubstantiated way.  There will be little or no 
reference to legal authorities and points will not be developed. There will be 
very limited evidence of structure in the candidate's response. 
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Sticky Note

Starts off well, defining common law.



Sticky Note

Some good detail on the writ system and damages, however this could have been explained more fully.



Sticky Note

To fully discuss the characteristics of the common law an explanation of the need for the development of equity to overcome some of the problematic characteristics of the common law, would have enhanced the answer.
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A good historical account of the development of the common law and equity, lacking in authority in parts e.g Court of Chancery, Earl of Oxfords Case, Judicature Acts
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6. [14](a) Explain the characteristics of the Common Law.


(b) Discuss the development of the Common Law. [11]











